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(54) DRY ETCHING AND EQUIPMENT THEREFOR 
(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a dry etching 
method by which the ignitability and stability of a plasma in a 
low pressure region, that are required for formation of vertical 
etching shape with good reproducibility, can be secured in a 
dry etching treatment stage for wafer, and also to provide an 
equipment for this method. 

SOLUTION: This method involves: a step 206 which adjusts 
the pressure at the time of etching a wafer 7 to a value 
somewhat higher than the required low pressure condition for 
dry etching; a step 208 which surely ignits a plasma; a step 
209 which detects the ignition of the plasma with an 
illuminometer 17; a step 212 which reduces the pressure to a 
required etching pressure after the detection of the ignition; 
and a step 213 which performs etching treatment of the wafer 
7. 
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